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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. 



(Currenfly Amended) A gament hanger comprising: 



a doss-bar having fiist and second ends; 



a hook mraiber coiq>Ied to the cross-bar to pennit hanging of the garment 



haoger; 



a first clamp assembly disposed at the first ^d of the cross bar and a second 



clamp assembly di^sed at the second .end of the cros5-l»r» wherein each of the first and second 
clamp assemblies includes first and second clamp members that are pivotably coupled to one 
another and urged toward one another by a biasing element; each of the first and second clanq> 
members having an innor clanq) su&ce that has a pair of locking posts extmding outwardly fix>m 
the inner clamp surfice^ each locking post having a locking feature formed at a distal md ttiereof, 
and 



inserting the locking features of the locking posts into and through complementary openings formed 
in &e resiliCTt pad such that the loddng features clear an outer face of the resilient pad and form 



hold the resilient pad on the inner clamp surface and prevent the resilient pad finom readily being 

r 

lifted oflF o f the inner c lam p Rurface hotw a an th a Innlnnp fflntiirflp , niiH nn a fn^in nf thn mriHnnf pnii 

2. (Original) The hanger of claim 1> wherein the resilient pad has a base 
section for contacting and gripping the garmmt and a pair of flexible flange sections formed at 



a resilient pad coi^led to each inner clamp sur&ce in a removablamanner by 



rooili e nt pod io o e ouroly hold on the i 




an interference fit therewith to securely 



{W:\07735M)200436us0^00813979JXX: 




} 



AppHcatumNo. 10/713^2 4 DodtetNo^ 07735/Q200436-US0 

Repty to Office Actkm of May 5, 2006 

each end of the base section, the openings bemg fenned m the flexible flange 

sections. 

3. (Qri^nal) llie hanger of claim 1, wherein the locldng featiro 
end comprises an enlarged section. 

4. (Original) The hanger of claim 3, whaein the locking feature is a 
rounded head that has edges that extoid beyond tiie distal end of the locking post. 

T 

5. (Original) Thehangerofclaim3, wherein the locking feature is a pair of 
slanted edges that come togetfier to an ^ex, ih& edges having opposite fiee edges that define a 
locking shoulder that create the interference fit once the locking shoulder is inserted into the 
opening and clears the one face of the pad. 

6. (Original) The hanger of claim 1, wherein file inner clamp surfiu:e has a 
raised platform that inchides a p^pheral lip extending therearound, the pair of openings being 
formed throu^ a floor of the raised platform, the locking posts bdng arranged such that one 
locking post extends aax)ss one opening formed in the raised platform to pemut a degree of flexing 
of the post. 
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7. (Original) The hanger of claim 6, wherein the locking post is an 
elongated ridge that is integral to the platform and extends across one evening fiom one edge of 
opening to another edge thereof. 

8. (Original) Tliehangerof claim?, wherein the locking posts are formed 
parallel to one anoflier and to ends of the peripheral lip. 

9. (Original) Thehangerof claim 2, wherein the base section has a 
thickness greater than a thickness of the flange secti<»is. 

10. (Currently AmendecQ A garment hanger comprising: 
a cross-bar having first and second ends: 

a hook member coupled to the cross-bar to pmnit hanging of the garment hanger: 
a first clamp assqnbly disposed at the first end of the cross bar and a second clamp 
assembly disposed at the second cad of the cross-bar, wherein each of the first and seconfi damp 
assemblies includes first and second clamp me mbers that are nivotablv couoled to one another and 
urged toward one another bv a biasing element: each of the first and second cla mo members having 
an inner clamp aurfacft that ha^i a pair nf Inrking ppsts extending outwai dlv tom the imicr clamo 
surface, each lockmg t>ost having a locking feature formed at a distal e nd thereof: and 

a resilient pad coupled to each iimer nlamp giirftce in a removable manner hy 
insCTting flie locking features of the loglrinp po sts into and tfarou|ah complemmtarv npg iin pg fyrmeg ^ 
in the resilimt pad such that the resilient pad is securely held on the innCT clamp surface bv an 
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interference fit between the locking features and one face of the resilient pad wherein flie lesiliqit 
pad has a base section for contacting and gripping the garment and a pair of flexible flange s^tions 
formed at each end of the base section, the Qpenin| p p heing formed in the flexible flanpp sections 
Th e hongor of oloim 2 > wherein a shoulder is ibnned between the base section and each flange 
section, the locking feature being disposed b^een the shoulder and one end of the pad, and 
wherein an upper surface of the base section lies in aplane that is fi«e of impingement by die 
locking feature. 

11. (Qrigmai) Ihe hanger ofclaim 6, wherein each locking post has a 
tapered constructioiL 

12. (Original) The hanger ofclaim 6, wherein the locking posts has a width 
less than a width of the one opening sach that an open slot is fimned on either side of the locking 
post, the ends of the locking posts being integrally formed with a surrounding web of the platform. 

13. (Currently Amended) The hanger of claim 1, wherein the w» clamp 
member has a vertical wall and the &e§A second clamp member includes a pair of clamp posts with 
cradle-shq)ed free ends that receive the vertical wall such that the fiont clamp member pivots about 
the rear walL 
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14. (Original) The hanger of claim 13, wheiein the vertical waU has a pak 
stops fonned at ends tfaa:€of to limit the degree of travel of the ciadle-sh^ed ends aloi^ the vertical 
wall. 

15. (Original) The hanger of claim 1, wherein the resilient pad is fonned of a 
resilient friction material that comprises a block co-polymer having discreet block segments of 
styrene monomer imits and rubber monomer units. 

16. (Original) The hanger of claim 1, wherein a coefficient of friction of the 
resilient pad is sufScieaitly higih to preclude movement under Ae wei^ of the gamient when a 
normal clamping force is applied to the two clanging members to move them into a clamping 
position. 

17. (Original) The hanger of claim IS, wherein ttie block copolymor has a 
linear s^rene-rubber-styrene structure. 

1 8. (Original) Hie hanger of claim 1 S, wherein the block copolymer has a 
radial (styr»e^n]bbar)n structure. 

19. (Ori^nal) The hanger of claim 1, wfaorein the block copolymer has a 
diblock (styrCTe-rubber) stmcture. 
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20. (Original) The hanger of claim 15, wherein die rubber monomer unit is 
selected from the group consisting of butadiene, isoprene, ethylene/butylene or ethylene/propylene. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The hanger of claim 1, wherem each of the inner clamp 
sur&ces has a raised platform that includes a peripheral hp extending therearound, the locking posts 
bemg formed along a floor of the raised platform, tiie platforms bdng formed on the respective ip»l 
first and Feaf second clamp members such ttiat in a clamping position, the platforms face one 
another and axe substantially parallel to one anoflier. 

22. (Original) A garment hang^ comprising: 
a cross-bar having first and second ends; 

a hook member cotq>led to the cross-bar to permit hangmg of the gatmrat 

hanger; 

a first clamp assembly disposed at the first end of the cross bar and a second 
clamp assembly disposed at the second end of the cross-bar, wherem each of the first and second 
clamp assemblies includes first and second clanq> members that are pivotably coiq>led to one 
another and urged toward one another by a biasing element; each of the first and second clamp 
members having an inner clamp surface that has a pair of flexable locking posts formed therein, 
each locking post having a locking feature formed at a distal end thereof the locking feature having 
a substantially triangular cross section; and 

a resiliCTt pad coiq[>led to each inner clamp surface in a removable manner, 
the resilient pad having a stq>ped construction, with a pair of locking 29>ertures formed ther^fan>ug}i 
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in flexible end flange sections of the pad, the pad being coiq>led to flie inner clanq) ^irf ace as a 
result of insoting the locking features into the locking apertures such that the locking feature clears 
one face of the pad and forms an interference fit Ifaer^tfa to prevCTt the pad firom readily being 
lifted off of the platform. 

23. (Original) A garmmt hanger comprising: 
a cross-bar having first and second ends; 

a hook mevabet coupled to the cross-bar to permit hanging of flie garment 

hanger; 

a first clamp assembly disposed at the first end of the cross bar and a second 
clamp assembly disposed at the second end of the cross-bar, wherdn each of the first and second 
clamp assemblies includes first and second clamp members that are pivotably coiq)led to one 
anoflier and urged toward one arotfaer by a biasing elment ; each of the first and second clamp 
membo^ having an inner clamp surface that has a pair of opoiings formed tbetdiirou^i with a pair 
of flexible locking posts extmding at least partially across each opming; and 

a resiliCTt pad coiq)led to each inner clamp sur&ce in a rraiovable manner, 
the resilimt pad having a garment contacting section and a plurality of locking ^>ertures, one 
locking q[}ature receiving a locking feature formed at a distd end of Ifa^ 
portion of the pad is pinched between die locking feature and the inner cheap sur&ce such that it is 
securely held thoebetween. 
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24. (Original) Ilie hanger ofclaim 23, wherein the loddi^featu^ 
mushroom shaped 

25. (Original) The hang^ofclaim 23, wherem the locking feature has a 
fiusto-conical shape. 

26. (Original) The hanger ofclaim 23, wherein the resilient pad comprises a 
base section that contacts the garment in use and apair of flexible end flange sections where the 
plurality of locking q>ei1ures are formed. 

r 

27. (Original) The hanger ofclaim 23, wherein the locking post has a 
cylindrically sh^>ed base and an barged head that acts as the locking feature. 

28. (Original) The hanger ofclaim 26, wfaoirin the resilient pad has a 
weakened region, defined in part by the locking q;)erture fonned in the flexible flange section to 
p&amt flexing of die end flange section in the weakmed region. 

29. (Original) The hanger of claim 23, wherein the resilimt pad has a 
stepped construction defined by a first section that has a first thickness and is intended to contact the 
ganaesA and a plurality o f second sections that have a second thickness less than the first thickness 
so that when the locking post is received into the loddng spextaie such that the locking feature 
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pinches the portion of the pad, the locking feature lies below a plane containing an vppec surface of 
the garment contacting section of the pad. 

30. (Qrigmal) A garment hanger comptismg: 
a cross-bar having first and second ends; 

a hook member coupled to Ihe cross«bar to permit hanging of the garment 

hanger; 

a first clamp assembly disposed at the first end of the cross bar and a second 
clamp assembly di^osed at the second end of tiie cross-bar, wherein each of the first and second 
clamp assemblies includes first and second clamp members that are pivotably coupled to one 
anotiier and urged toward one another by a biasing element; each of the first and second clamp 
members having an inner clanq) sur&ce that has aplatfonn witti apair of walls formed at ends 
thereof each end wall having an inwardly directed lip formed at a distal end thereof the lips of end 
walls fiicing inwardly toward one anodier and extending over die platform; and 

a resilient pad coiq>led to each inner clamp surfiu^e in a rmiovable manner, 
the resilient pad having a flange formed at each end thereof for insertion undemeath the lips of the 
end walls^ the resilient pad being securely held on the platform by having each flange di^sed 
underneath the lip which pinches the flange against the platfimn resulting in the pad being securely 
held on the platform. 

31. (Original) The hanger of claim 30, wherein tte inner clanq> sur&ce 
includes a pair of opposing side walls that are formed on opposite sides of the platform with the end 
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walls extending dierebetween at tfie ends of the platform, die end walls limiting lateral movement of 
the pad, while the side walls limit up-down movCTint of the pad. 
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